
The short story writing contest Boston in 100 Words seeks to hire eleven 
Boston-based artists. Selected artists will receive $250 payment in exchange for 
illustrating one of our eleven winning stories. Multiple copies of each illustrated story 
will be publicly displayed in large poster form throughout Boston for the duration of 
one month in spring 2020. For examples of what these posters will look like, please 
visit our sister contest’s website, www.santiagoen100palabras.cl, and scroll down to 
the “Ganadores” section of the page. 

Artists who wish to be considered for this project should: 1) select one of three 
sample stories you wish to illustrate; sample stories can be found on our Facebook 
page and our website, www.bostonin100words.com or by emailing 
contact@bostonin100words.com; 2) create a visual illustration that compliments the 
story according to your interpretation of it; 3) submit your illustration to 
contact@bostonin100words.com by January 5, 2020. 

RULES: 

1. Artists should be based in Boston to apply. Please submit a valid address within 
the greater Boston area where we can reach you. Artists of any age may apply. 

2. Each artist can submit only one illustration. 

3. Illustrations must be rendered by hand using the material of the artist’s choosing. 
Photography is not allowed. Submissions must be in digital form; we do not accept 
paper submissions.

4. Artists selected to create illustrations for winning stories agree not to sell their 
illustration for profit. The right to reproduce illustrations of winning stories will 
remain with the contest Boston in 100 Words. Artists may include the illustrations in 
their personal portfolios. 

5. Posters of winning stories will include the name of the artist responsible 
for the illustration.  

6. Selected artists will be individually contacted and publicly announced by January 
10, 2020, at which time they will be assigned a winning story to illustrate. The 
completed illustration will be due to the contest by January 31, 2020. Artists agree 
not to reveal the title or author of the winning story they illustrate before the 
contest’s public awards ceremony in March 2020. 

7. Artists will receive $250 for their work. 

STORIES

October 27, 2004
Before their stubborn pride could stop them, they were weeping in each other’s 
arms. Years of resentment washed away like champagne down Lansdowne Street.

Revolution
Something clicked and he snapped. Maybe it was the number of times he’d been 
cut off, or the number of times he’d been flipped off, or the number of times he’d 
been almost run off the road. He didn’t have to take this anymore, he thought. He 
had a big enough truck. He could run them all down if he wanted. Instead, he did 
something even more unexpected. He gently slowed down and let the merging car 
into his lane. He even smiled and waved. 

Deal Breaker
She suggested a ball game and imagined flirtatious banter exchanged over hot dogs 
and beer. Maybe in the seventh he would stretch his arm around her waist and pull 
her in amongst shouts of “so good! so good!” But instead of the intimacy of stadium 
seats, he preferred the distance of a table between them at a nearby restaurant. 
There were two innings left when they finally took their seats behind home plate. 
“What’s an ‘inning’?” he asked as the players took the field. She looked in silence 
across the grass and knew instantly this would be their last date. 

Call for artists! 


